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So the explorers unloaded their boats and pulled them
ashore. Then they set to work to fell trees, and with the
logs thus obtained they built huts and surrounded them
with a stockade. When they had finished, they called
the place Fort Mandan after the friendly Mandan
Indians who inhabited the surrounding country. Mean-
while, hunters had been scouring the forests for game,
the frozen carcases of which would supply them with
food during the months ahead. Others of the travellers
had been cutting great stores of fuel for firing, and so,
by the time the cold weather began in earnest, Lewis
and his companions were well provided to withstand the
rigours of a winter in the wilderness.

That winter was passed in a land where no white
men, except perhaps a few trappers, had ever been be-
fore, and the chief event of those long months was the
birth of a baby son to Sacajawea. The explorers spent
five months at Fort Mandan, and how eagerly they
must have awaited the coining of spring and watched
the slow melting of the ice. The river was much nar-
rower and shallower here than it had been in the lower
reaches, and as they took stock of their shrinking stores,
Lewis and Clark decided that they would make quicker
progress without the heavy, clumsy bateau which had
caused them so much trouble towards the end of the
previous season. So they set the men to work on six
canoes to take the bateau's place. These- canoes were
made out of buffalo skins mounted on a framework of
willow branches, and by the time the last ice-floes had
disappeared down the river, everything was ready for
the fresh advance.